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NEW YORK, NEW YORK – AMERINGER | McENERY | YOHE is pleased to announce an exhibition 
of recent works by Tam Van Tran. Black Melong will open on 16 February and remain on view 
through 18 March 2017. A public reception for the artist will be held on Thursday 16 February from 
6:00 to 8:00 PM. 
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Tam Van Tran brings a singular view of the 
meditative possibilities of transcendence via 
his unique Vietnamese refugee enlightenment 
narrative. Known for channeling this possibility 
through mixed media works, in Black Melong 
Tran hones in on “the mirror that reflects our 
liberated potential” (melong in Tibetan). The 
exhibition features a group of highly tactile 
paintings in rich jewel tones that call viewers to 
see themselves in each. Hazy washes of color 
and defined geometries churn under raised 
patterns of tiny dots, each piece becoming both 
a mirror and a looking glass.

Building on his earlier Beetle Manifesto series of 
paper works that include dazzling configurations 
of hole punched dots and staples, Tran uses Black 
Melong to transform these dots into patterns 
that form shadows that increase the viewer’s 
awareness of background and foreground—
creating space and separation between the two. 
The artist is interested in using the dots as a kind of magnification of the tiniest atoms to describe 
a rich and varied mental landscape that one can abide in.

In conceiving this body of work, Tran found inspiration in traditional Buddhist devotional paintings 
including those of the Newar people, a group that has historically inhabited the Kathmandu Valley 
and the surrounding areas of Nepal. While he was drawn to the figures floating in the space of 
these works, what remains in the resulting paintings are hat-like forms that connote particular 
lineages.   

As a painter, Tran looks to create the deepest space possible, one that ultimately leads to a sense 
of self-awareness. In his eyes, “that’s what the best paintings do—they mirror one’s self and reflect 
a brief glimpse of no self.” 

TAM VAN TRAN studied painting and received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1990 from Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn, NY. In 1996, he attended the Graduate Film and Television Program at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, where he studied animation. 
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Tran’s work was featured in the 2004 Whitney Biennial, Whitney Museum of American Art, New 
York, NY. He has had numerous solo exhibitions, which include Museum of Contemporary Art Santa 
Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA; “Breathing,” Long Beach City College Art Gallery, Long Beach, CA; 
“Adornment of Basic Space,” Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles Projects, Los Angeles, CA; “Mind is 
a Pure Expanse of Space,” Anthony Meier Fine Arts, San Francisco, CA; “Luminosity,” Cohan and 
Leslie, New York, NY; “Tam Van Tran: Psychonaut,” Blaffer Gallery, The Art Museum of the University 
of Houston, Houston, TX; and an exhibition at the Knoxville Museum of Art, Knoxville, TN. 

Recent group exhibitions include “Paperworks,” Craft & Folk Art Museum, Los Angeles, CA; “Paul 
Clay,” Salon 94, New York, NY; “east Ex east,” Brand New Gallery, Milan Italy, curated by Jane Neal; 
“Ascending Dragon: Contemporary Vietnamese Artists Exhibition,” Armory Center for the Arts, 
Pasadena, CA; “Fresh From Chelsea,” University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL; “Keramik,” Pacific 
Design Center, Los Angeles, CA; “Inaugural Group Exhibition,” Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles 
Projects, Los Angeles, CA; “Topographies,” Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY; “California 
Dreaming,” Seiler + Mosseri-Marlio Gallery, Zurich, Switzerland; and “Super Vision,” The Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Boston, MA. 

His work may be found in the permanent collections of The Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY; 
The Broad Collection, Santa Monica, CA; The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY; 
The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, D.C.; The Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles, CA; The Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston, MA; and The Cleveland Museum 
of Art, Cleveland, OH. 

Tran currently lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. 
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Image: Kiss the Sky I, 2017, Acrylic on canvas, 48 x 36 inches, 121.9 x 91.4 cm


